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SCIFODE’s Executive Director Arthur Makara with Members of the
9th Parliament in a Farmer’s Field in Masaka. Arthur was showing
to the MPs the symptoms of Banana Bacterial wilt.
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Executive Summary
Science Foundation for Livelihoods and Development (SCIFODE) is a not-for- profit organization
that was founded with the mission of Linking-Science - To - Society. In 2015, we carried out several
activities under our major Programs of Community Outreach, Bio Cafe, Mentorship, Advocacy
and Rural Networks, Seeing-Is-Believing tours, Biotechnology Communications and trainings.
A total of 12. BioCafes were organized. In collaboration with Uganda Biosciences Information
Centre of the National Agricultural Research Organisation (NARO), SCIFODE organized a total
of four Up-Country fora each hosting about 100 participants in four sub-regions of Bunyoro,
West Nile, Lango and Teso. SCIFODE, also organized five breakfast meetings of Members of
Parliament for sensitization and update on the National Biotechnology and Biosafety Bill 2012.
In partnership with AATF, having spearheaded the enactment of the plant Variety Protection Act
2014, SCIFODE in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture convened a National Stakeholder
Workshop on Implementation of the Act, and held three Stakeholder Working Group meetings.
Further, SCIFODE in collaboration with partners organized the 2nd Biennial National Agricultural
Biosciences Conference (NaBIO2015), from 23rd -25th November 2015 at Makerere University
and over 200 delegates participated. They listned to the progress Uganda is making in biosciences
research and development through oral and poster presentations. The Conference was presided
over by H.E. Edward Kiwanuka Sekandi, the Vice President of the Republic of Uganda. SCIFODE
also held a national Farmers Conference for Cassava and Bananas in February 2015 that brought
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together about 150 farmers and farmer leaders from across the Country. To carry out all these
Activities, we partner with several Organizations that included: National Agricultural Research
Organization; Donald Danforth Plant Center (DDPC); Cornell Alliance for Science; Uganda
Biosciences Information Center (UBIC); African Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF);
Program for Biosafety Systems of the International Food Policy Research Institute; Uganda
National Council for Science and Technology (UNCST); Uganda National Farmers Federation;
International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications (ISAAA); Brazilian Agricultural
Research Corporation – Empresa Brasileira de PesquisaAgropecuária (EMBRAPA); Association
for Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA); National
Crops Resources Research Institute (NaCRRI); Uganda Biotechnology and Biosafety Consortium
(UBBC);Open Forum for Agricultural Biotechnology (OFAB);Uganda Seed Traders Association
(USTA); The various Committees of Ugandan Parliament. Other partners include Global Food
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Journalists Association (USJA), Cornell Alliance for Science. Our target beneficiaries are Farmers,
Farmer Leaders, Policy Makers, Media, Opinion Leaders, Religious Leaders, Students, Academicians,
Researchers, and the general public. We document most of our activities like radio talk shows,
workshops and translate most of our information into local languages. SCIFODE also prides in
having a network of community based communication coordinators and Farmers coordinator
to help in mobilization and grassroot information dissemination. This 2015 Annual Report is a
Summary of the Activities we have carried out in the year 2015, our partners, and the people we
served. We do hope that you will find it interesting to read our 2015 Annual Report and to learn
more about SCIFODE—“Linking Science to Society, Impacting Lives.”
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Basket (GFB); Uganda Land Alliance (ULA); Farmers Media Link Center (FAMELI), Uganda Science

SCIFODE Team
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List of Acronyms
AATF			

African Agricultural Technology Fund

ABNE			

African Biosafety Network of Expertise

ASARECA		

Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and

			

Central Africa

CFT			

Confined Field Trial

DDPSC		

Donald Danforth Plant Science Center

EMBRAPA		

Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuaria (Brazilian Agricultural

			

Research Corporation)

FAMELI		

Farmers Media Link Center

GFB			

Global Food Basket

GMO			

Genetically Modified Organism

ICSFASA		

Improving Climate Change Services for Farmers in Africa and South

			

East Asia

ISAAA			

International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications

NABIO		

National Agricultural Biosciences Conference

NaCRRI		

National Crops Resources Research Institute

NARO			

National Agricultural Research Organisation

NaSARRI		

National Semi Arid Resource Research Institute

OFAB			

Open Forum on Agricultural Biotechnology

PARI			

Public Agricultural Research Institute

PBS			

Program for Biosafety Systems

SCIFODE		

Science Foundation for Livelihoods and Development

UBBC			

Uganda Biotechnology and Biosafety Consortium

UBIC			

Uganda Biosciences Information Center

ULA			

Uganda Land Alliance

UNCST		

Uganda National Council for Science and Technology

USJA			

Uganda Science Journalists Association

USTA			

Uganda Seed Traders Association

VIRCA			

Virus Resistant Cassava for Africa

ZARDI		

Zonal Agricultural Research and Development Institute
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SCIFODE’S 2015 Annual report is a summary of Activities that SCIFODE has accomplished and
participated in from January to the end of the year. SCIFODE is a not-for- profit non-Government
Organization that was founded in 2006 with a vision of having a Africa that is truly transformed
by science, through adoption of appropriate, new and emerging technologies. SCIFODE broadly
aims at contributing to enhanced household and national food security, improved health care,
increased household incomes and general improvement of the well-being of the resource
constrained people in Uganda and the Region.
To achieve this SCIFODE partners with several organizations both Government and non-
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Introduction

Government to implement activities that will help it actualize its vision, guided by the main core
values of: Accountability; Professionalism; Passion; Team work; and Innovativeness. Our Activities
fall under different Programs that include: Community Outreach Programs; Media Bio-cafe;
Mentoring Program; Seeing is believing tours; Biosafety regulatory trainings; Media Mentorship
Programs; Grassroots leaders Empowerment Program; Conferences and Events. The details of
these are in the various sub sections of this document.
Community Outreach Programs
Over 70% of Uganda’s Population live in the rural areas and almost 100% of that practice
Agriculture as their primary source of livelihoods. These farmers participate in formulation of
Policies through their various representations that begin from the sub county levels up to the
national level. However it is the national representatives that get to influence the policy decisions
that affect these majority of people. The lower key influential groups have to feed into these
various stages of representations. Through SCIFODE’s partnership with the National Agricultural
Research Organisation (NARO) through and in conjunction its communication agency, the
Uganda Biosciences Information Center (UBIC)embarked on reaching out to leaders in the various
communities across Uganda through sub-regional fora and radio talk shows. The communities
are represented by farmers and their leaders, political leaders, religious and other opinion leaders,
civil servants, teachers, and the media.
The major objective of these sub-regional fora is to sensitize the rural communities on the
various scientific efforts to address the challenges they face in producing food and earning
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income through agriculture. Our approach is to first listen to the participants and leaders such
as the District Production Officers or District Environment officers on the status of agriculture/
environment and the challenges farmers face. This is then followed by presentations from the
scientists on available and planned efforts to address some of the challenges. The for a further
serve to inform the rural people and various leaders on some key policies that are in place or
those that are being formulated that will influence them in one way or the other. The for also help
to diffuse misinformation and misconception which could be existing in such communities, in
addition to picking their views for submission to relevant agencies and authorities at the centre.
In the month of March 2015, SCIFODE through this
collaboration and partnership with UBIC reached
out to 4 additional sub regions that included
Mid-West (Hoima, Kiryandongo, Masindi, Kibale
and Kagadi), West Nile (Arua, Koboko, Maracha,
Zombo), Lango (Alebtong, Lira, Amoratar) and
Teso (Soroti, Amuria, Bukedea, Serere, Kumi)
Sub Regions covering reaching out to a total of
close to 400 participants that included farmers,
farmer representatives, politicians, civil servants,
regions and opinion leaders, academicians/
teachers and the media. In addition, 4 radio talk
shows (a talk show per sub-region) and press
conference with journalists conducted. The
meetings addressed misconceptions especially
surrounding biotechnology and its products, and
how relevant it is to solving their challenges.
Communities were able to learn about modern
biotechnology for the first time from NARO,
Biotechnology champions and communicators

Some of the UBIC-SCIFODE Community Outreach
Workshops: Top is Mid-Western (Hoima) session were identified and empowered in every region
in progress and Bottom is a youth in Teso Session we went to. Information materials in English and
(Soroti) making his contribution at the Teso Subregional Biotechnology Awareness forum.
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share their fears, concerns and rumors they had which were addressed by NARO Experts who did
their best to clarify on them.
Seeing-is-Believing Tours
This is one of SCIFODE’ key programs that involves
taking a particular group of people to go and see
how a given technology works and how it is being
applied to address current challenges especially
in Agriculture. It also involves taking those who
are not familiar with the problem to where the
problems exist. In 2015, SCIFODE focused more
on the MPs and journalists. With collaborations
with different partners such as AATF and NARO, Members of Uganda’s Parliament (Let by Hon.

Andrew Allen, Hon. Raphael Magezi and Hon.
Godfrey Kiwanda Suubi keenly observing the
facilities in Uganda to new research efforts to symptoms of banana bacterial wilt (bacterial
address challenges such the Virus Resistance ooze from stem) as they listen from the farmer’s
explanations in Kyabakuza, Masaka.

members of Parliament visited various research

in cassava, drought susceptability in maize,
nutrient deficiency in rice, banana bacterial wilt
susceptibility in bananas among others.
Members of Parliament visited the National
Agricultural Research Laboratories Institute
(NARL, Kawanada) and the National Crops
Resources

Research

Institute

(NaCRRI,

Namulonge) and also went to Framers Fields in
Masaka, Central Uganda to assess the status of
banana bacterial wilt disease challenge. Along
with MPs are always selected Journalists who

Uganda Media Center staff led by their Deputy

cover and report on the visits. Further, SCIFODE Director within a Transgenic Maize trial at
also organized a seeing-is-believing tour for Namulonge. The former were alarmed at the
divastation of banana plantations by the wilt,

staff of the a Government owned Uganda Media while the later were amazed to learn that GM
maize is not any different from other maize.
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local languages were distributed to participants that attended the fora. Farmers were able to
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Center to NARL, Kawanda. SCIFODE also in partnership with ISAAA and EMBRAPA took journalists
and Members of Parliament to Brazil and also hosted a researcher from Brazil in Uganda where
she met with Regulators, Researchers and a Farmers Association. This is as a result of the BrazilAfrica Marketplace Project co-led and co-implemented by SCIFODE and ISAAA.
Seeing-is-believing tours opened eyes of those who participated to realize that transgenic crops
are the usual crops they see in their fields without any noticeable differences. The media reported
every time there was a tour and these led to more awareness amongst the public
Conferences
SCIFODE holds annual Farmers conferences and Biennial National Agricultural Bioscience
Conference (NABIO). In February 2015, SCIFODE with special emphasis on cassava and bananas
organised the Second National Farmers and Farmer Leaders Conference on New and Emerging
Agricultural Technologies. The Conference was held in February 2015 at Jokas Hotel, in Wakiso
District and it attracted about 150 participants from across all regions of the Country. The
participants included farmers, legislators, scientists, religious leaders, and the Media. This was
to update them on the Progress of Biotech Research works in Uganda and also to have them
share the various challenges they face on their farms especially those facing Cassava and Banana
production systems. Out of this conference, the participating farmers organized themselves into a
loose coalition and elected an interim leadership.
The farmers coalition is known as National
Farmers’ Forum on Agricultural Biotechnology
(NAFFAB), and it is coordinated by SCIFODE. A
month after the workshop, NAFFAB leadership
of 15 members met in Kampala, and finalized
a petition initiated by the farmers during the
Farmers Conference, and they presented it to
the Speaker of Parliament of Uganda through
the Chairperson of the Science and Technology
Committee of Parliament. In 2016, SCIFODE
seeks to keep the aspirations of NAFFAB alive

A delegate from Uganda Joint Christian Council
through further engagements, and opportunities
speaking at NABIO2015

SCIFODE-Linking Science to Society, Impacting Lives

In November 2015 SCIFODE held the 2nd
Biennial

National

Conferences

Agricultural

(NABIO2015)

at

Biosciences
Makerere

University. The Conference brought together
scientists to share their various research with
farmers. The participants included farmers,
scientists, legislators, and the Media. There were
also regional and international representations.
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to advance the views of farmers.

Participant pose for a Group Photo during the
Improving Climate Services for Farmers in Africa The conference was supported by several
and South Asia (ICSFASA) conference in Kampala partners that included UNCST, PBS; UBIC; OFAB;

VIRCA; ABNE and UBBC among others.
SCIFODE in collaboration with the Farmers’ Media Link Centre is implementing an African-Asian
project—“Improving Climate Change Services for Farmers in Africa and South East Asia (ICSFASA)”
on Climate Change supported by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
through Engility. In 2015, SCIFODE and FAMELI convened an Intercontinental Conference for
Africa and South Asia of Climate Change at Esela Hotel, Wakiso. 40 participants from 8 African
and Asian Countries participated in the Conference.
MediaBiocafe
SCIFODE holds a Monthly Media Bio Café that
brings Journalists together to interact with
scientists and other experts on several topic
issues. In 2015 SCIFODE held 6 media Café which
discussed several topics and issues notably:
Cassava and Pharmacy; Cassava breeding;
Importance of securing Research Land from land
grabbers; Media Café for top Journalists and

Media Biocafé taking different shape: The Director of
Uganda Media Center Ofwono Opondo and journalists their Editors at the Government’s owned Media
at a Media Biocafé at Uganda Media Centre premises
Centre; Experience of With GM crops in Brazil.
in Kampala
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The major partners in the Media Biocafe has
been Virus Resistant Cassava for Africa Project;
Uganda Science Journalists Association. Some
institutions that have been represented in
2015 Biocfae has been: National Agricultural
Research

Organisation;

National

Crops

Resources Research Institute; Uganda Land
Alliance; Pharmaceutical Society of

Uganda;

Uganda Media Center; Uganda Parliamentary
Journalists

Association;

Uganda

National

Farmers Federation. Most issues discussed in
the Biocafe are reported in local radio stations

SCIFODE’s Executive Director (in black suit)
addresses journalists at another Media BioCafé
on how to simplify technical scientific jargons.

and newspapers.
Six different topics were discussed on different aspects of Biotechnology including how its potential
can be exploited in the drug industry. More journalists are picking interest in Biotechnogy and
we have always registered increasing number of attendance. Every time we meet, the outcome is
reported in the print media informing learning and decision making. Recently SCIFODE introduced
University students as a new category of stakeholders that will participate in the Biocafe with the
main objective on mentoring them in science and science communication.
10

Mentorship program
SCIFODE incorporates mentorship in most of its programs. Notable mentoring journalists on how
to report science based issues and scientists on how to communicate their science to the ordinary
beneficiaries. Another category of mentees that SCIFODE has brought on board are students and
those who have just finished schools to equip them with communication tools and also introduce
them to relevant networks that will help build their careers in Agriculture and biosciences.
One of the main activities in the Mentorship Program has been the pairing scheme where
journalists are paired with scientists in a three month mentorship program. In the program the
paired journalists and scientists visit each other’s place of work, visit the communities to see
the challenges farmers are grappling with and at the end make presentations in a workshop
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collaboration with National Crops Resources Research Institute (NaCRRI) organized a ScienceJournalists Pairing Workshop which was are attended by scientists and journalist who were to
participate in the next planned paring scheme round. We piloted with two journalists and over
10 journalists and scientists have been inducted into the scheme and are waiting to kick start.
Under the Mentorship Program, SCIFODE has also trained journalists on ways to simplify scientific
jargons in a way that can be understood by the general scientists The 2nd round of the pairing
scheme is planned for the second quarter of 2016.
Biosafety and Regulatory Training

SCIFODE ANNUAL REPORT-2015

sharing their experiences, challenges and how best to better the program. In 2015, SCIFODE in

SCIFODE helped trained Virus Resistant Cassava for Africa (VIRCA) project staff on Biosafety,
regulatory and compliance issues. This has
brought SCIFODE to work closer the National
Biosafety Committee and the Ministry of
Agriculture

whenever

key

activities

like

establishing a trial site or terminating a trial is.
The compliance trainings that SCIFODE conducts
involves scientists and non-scientists working or
employed to work at the trial sites for Genetic
Engineering work. In addition to Biosafety and
Compliance trainings, SCIFODE equips project
Athur Makara, SCIFODE’s Executive Director
training NaCRRI, Namulonge Staff

staff on how to respond to external threats
for the Anti (Genetically Modified Organisms)
GMO lobbyists through establishing channels
of reporting and action, among other strategic
approaches.
Biotechnology communication and advisory
services
SCIFODE

develops

and

implements

communication strategies and advisory for the
NaSARRI, Serere staff on CFT
compliance and rapid response.
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VIRCA project and also for partner organizations like UBIC and AATF. SCIFODE implemented
these strategies through workshops, Working Group Meetings, Radio Talk shows, Documentaries,
and Translations of materials and Illustrations. Translations were made into major local languages
that include: Luganda, Lunyakitara; Luo and Itesot, and also simple English versions of technical
jargons. SCIFODE also uses its Facebook pages, website, and twitter handles to disseminate
information to the public. Documentaries shot were for UBIC activities, and for Green Super Rice
Project in Eastern Uganda
Advocacies and Grassroots networking
In 2015, key advocacy areas that SCIFODE
participated in were: the ongoing effort to
have the national Biotechnology and Biosaftey
Bill enacted into law; Pushing the Ministry of
Agriculture to fast tract the establishment of
regulations and Offices under the Plant Variety
Protection Act, 2014, which SCIFODE played a key
role in advocating for its enactment Mobilised
stakeholders to counter the controversial lease
of the research land at NaCRRI, Namulonge.
The later effort brought us new partners such

A Meeting challenging the illegal giveaway of
NaCRRI, Namulonge Research Land.

as Uganda Land Alliance (ULA), Global Food
Basket (GFB), and National Farmers Forum on
Agricultural Biotechnology (NAFFAB). SCIFODE
also convened a meeting on sensitizing
stakeholders on how poorly stored feeds and
foods can result into aflatoxin contaminations
and the various possible effects on animals and
human beings.
Farmers
Representatives
across
Uganda,
petitioning the Speaker of Parliament through
the Chairperson, Science and Committee of
Parliament to speed the process of passing the
National Biotechnology and Biosaftey Bill 2012.
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Projects and organizations that want to share their work with Journalist can take advantage
of our monthly Media Café that consists of journalists from all media houses. Through our
community outreaches we have established channels for information sharing but these need to be
strengthened and equipped with necessary information. The Scientist-Journalist pairing scheme
is also one interesting area of partnerships. We also propose the Scientists-MPs Pairing Scheme
for whoever has resources to support such and initiative. Pairing schemes bring journalists, MPs
scientists or any other professional into a working pair of the opposite professionals. This helps in
confidence building, information sharing and broadening understanding and perspectives about
each other In case a journalist is involved, the pairing helps in information dissemination through
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articles resulting from the journalist’s exposure to the new profession.
The other potential area of collaboration is supporting radio talk shows in upcountry towns. In
Uganda, most of the people especially farmers and local leaders get most of their information
through radio. Utilizing radio will help facilitate trained champions and communicators in
disseminating information among the rural communities. Other opportunities include supporting
a regular publication (on-or/off-line or both), translation and dissemination of info materials in
local languages, disseminating climate change information, among many others.
SCIFODE’s Secretariat
13

Arthur Makara
Executive Director

Peter Wamboga-Mugirya
Director of Communication &
Partnerships

Isaac Ongu
Program Officer,
Policy Research and Advocacy
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Brenda Nyadoi
Administration/Accounting

Baatala Kenneth
Associate - Publications

Robert Magembe
Associate - Multimedia

Partners
With great pleasure and gratitude we thank all our partners that have supported us financially and
technically to ensure we implemented our Activities in 2015 successfully. This impacted greatly
on the livelihoods of so many ordinary people across the country in terms of creating awareness
on various technologies that are available to address there Agricultural challenges including
climate change. We thank Donald Danforth Plant Center (DDPSC) through the VIRCA project for
their continued support, the National Agricultural Research Organisation (NARO) through the
Uganda Biosciences Information Center (UBIC) for financing and technically supporting all the
14

Community Outreach Programs, African Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF) through the
Water Efficient Maize for Africa Project, and the Directorate of Legal Affairs of AATF, and Open
Forum for Agricultural Biotechnology (OFAB). The International Service for the Acquisition of
Agri-biotech Applications (ISAAA), EMBRAPPA, all NARO PARIs that we worked with in 2015 such
as the NaCRRI, NaSARRI, AbiZARDI, Kachwekano ZARDIs. , NARL-Kawanda and NARO Secretariat
among others are highly appreciated. We also appreciate Makerere University Colleges of Natural
Sciences especially Department of Biological Sciences, College of Agriculture and Environmental
Sciences, School of Food Sciences and BioEngineering for various roles in making NaBIO2015 a
success. Our partners in the Biotech communication framework Program for Biosafety Systems,
Uganda Biosciences Information Centre, Uganda National Council for Science and Technology
have contributed immensely to making SCIFODE achieve what it did in 2015. We appreciate.

SCIFODE-Linking Science to Society, Impacting Lives

NARO is the apex body for guidance and coordination of all agricultural research activities in the
national agricultural research system in Uganda. NARO is a Public Institution established by an
act of Parliament, which was enacted on 21st November 2005.
SCIFODE through a memorandum with NARO has been working closely with NARO institutions
to help link the science and scientists to the communities through various channels that include
visits to the research institutes by farmers, legislators, and journalists, facilitating scientists to
address regional for a and monthly Bio-cafe. NARO is a research body mandated by law to
oversee all Agricultural research activities with the aim of ensuring national food security and
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livelihoods for farmers.
Makerere University
Makerere University is Uganda’s pioneer public University established in 1932. It is a centre of
research and instruction and a leading University in Sub-Saharan Africa. SCIFODE has a longstanding collaboration with the Colleges of Natural Sciences, and College of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences regarding technology and innovations communication and scientific
information dissemination. CAES in there School of Food Science and Technology NADIO2015
Conference that SCIFODE and other partners convened.
International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications
ISAAA is a non-profit international organization that shares the benefits of agricultural
biotechnology, with a special focus on resource-poor farmers in developing countries. ISAAA
facilitates the transfer and delivery of proprietary biotechnology products by involving partner
organizations from public and private sectors in the research and development continuum. Aside
from technology transfer, ISAAA is also involved in science-based knowledge sharing and capacity
building, and produces annual report on the use of biotech crops.
SCIFODE collaborates with ISAAA on several Programs and activities for example providing
Communication support to the VIRCA project, a new joint project from Brazil-Africa Marketplace
funding support in enhancing capacity for biotechnology communication and information
dissemination in Brazil and Africa.

15
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Donald Danforth Plant Science Center
Donald Danforth Plant Center through the VIRCA Project has been one of SCIFODE’s major partners
for the last years and 2015 was not any different. VIRCA supports communication strategies that
help sensitize farmers and stakeholders on the science behind modern Biotechnology that is
being used to address the challenge of Cassava Brown streak disease. VIRCA’s main vision is to
develop a farmer preferred Cassava variety that is resistant to both Cassava Brown streak disease
and Cassava Mosaic disease. VIRCA in the coming years through VIRCA plus will also introduce a
nutrition component as one of the projects objectives.
Uganda Biosciences Information Center
UBIC is an initiative of NARO conceptualized as a premier information and communications hub
for agricultural research in Uganda. UBIC partners with SCIFODE to carry out Upcountry Outreach
Sensitization activities for Farmers, Political, Religious and Opinion Leaders under the broader
Memorandum of Understanding between SCIFODE and NARO on Linking scientific knowledge to
society This initiative has empowered farmers to begin to speak for themselves and to demand
for the technologies that will address their various challenges.
National Crops Resources Research Institute
NaCRRI is one of the six Public Agricultural Research Institutes (PARIs) of NARO NaCRRI is mandated
to conduct, carry out research and knowledge generation for Cassava, Rice, Maize, beans, sweet
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potatoes, among others. SCIFODE partners with NaCRRI to ensure technologies generated by
NaCRRI Scientists get to the end users who are mainly farmers. Some of the Projects under
NaCRRI that SCIFODE works with are the VIRCA project, Water Efficient Maize for Africa (WEMA)
Project and Green Super Rice Project under the Cereals Program.
Uganda Biotechnology and Biosafety Consortium
UBBC is a coalition of different stakeholders ranging from policy makers, scientists, private sector
leaders, civil society organization leaders and government officers in their individual capacities as
well as stakeholder agencies both public and private for a common cause of advancing the role
of biotechnology in improving livelihoods of the people in Uganda. SCIFODE collaborates with
UBBC and participates in most of the Consortium’s major activities and vice versa.

SCIFODE-Linking Science to Society, Impacting Lives

PBS supports partner countries in Africa and Asia in the responsible development and use of
biotechnology. Managed by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), PBS works with
countries interested in using biotechnology to enhance agricultural innovation. PBS supported
NABIO2015 conference. SCIFODE also participates in many of the PBS activities especially in areas
of Biotechnology and Biosafety sensitizations and trainings and vice versa
Uganda National Council for Science and Technology, UNCST
UNCST is a Government of Uganda Agency, established by the Act of Parliament CAP 209, under
the Ministry of Finance Planning and Economic Development. The Council is mandated to facilitate
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The Program for Biosafety Systems, PBS

and coordinate the development and implementation of policies and strategies for integrating
Science and Technology (S&T) into the national development process. SCIFODE participates in
some of the Council’s Planning and Review Meetings especially in the area of Biotechnology.
UNCST through the open Forum for Agricultural Biotechnology (OFAB) supported the National
Agricultural Biosciences Conference (NABIO 2015) that was convened by SCIFODE.
African Agricultural Technology Foundation, AATF
AATF is a not-for-profit organization that facilitates and promotes public/private partnerships for
the access and delivery of appropriate agricultural technologies for sustainable use by smallholder
farmers in Sub Saharan Africa (SSA) through innovative partnerships and effective stewardship
along the entire value chain. AATF supported SCIFODE to engage the Ministry of Agriculture
and other Stakeholders to speed the process of establishing regulations and offices necessary to
implement the Plant Variety Protection Act. There was also support in regard to biotechnology
and biosafety stakeholder awareness and engagement.
Cornell Alliance for science
The Cornell Alliance for Science is a new communications initiative based at Cornell University
with the overarching mission of promoting access to scientific innovation as a means of enhancing
food security, improving environmental sustainability and raising the quality of life globally.
SCIFODE is one of the founder members of this global alliance for science. In 2015, SCIFODE
participated in various Alliance trainings and workshops. One of the SCIFODE’s staff members,

17
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Peter Wamboga-Mugirya participated in the 3months Alliance for Science Communication
training at the Cornell University.
Uganda National Farmers Federation
UNFFE is the largest private sector, farmer-based, umbrella membership Non-governmental
Organization (NGO) in Uganda which advocates for, lobbies and articulates farmers’ developmental
issues and programs. Its activities reach grassroots farming communities in all corners of the
country. SCIFODE is hosted at the UNFFE’s building and SCIFODE works closely with all the UNFFE’s
member districts, involving UNFFE’s members in all its major activities. UNFFE’s hosts SCIFODE’s
monthly Media BioCafes
District Local Governments
The district leadership of Hoima District, Arua District, Lira District and Soroti District were
instrumental in our initiative to sensitize stakeholders in their respective sub-regions. As host
districts, the leaders were there for us as far as mobilization for participants, and officiating at the
sub-regional fora were concerned.
Other Partners
Our other partners include but not limited to the following: Parliament of the Republic of Uganda,
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries, National Environment Management
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Authority, Uganda Science Journalists Association, Association for Strengthening Agricultural
Research in Eastern and Central Africa, African Biosafety Network of Expertise, Uganda Land
Alliance, Uganda Farmers’ Media Link Centre, Uganda Seed Trade Association, Global Food Basket
and Uganda Horticultural Exporters’ Association.

ABNE

2015 in Pictures
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Top to bottom from Left to Right: 1. VIRCA team members after Compliance training in Kampala; 2. A BioCafe meeting to oppose
the Giveaway of NaCRRI, Namulonge, Research Land; 3. SCIFODE, UBIC and UNFFE staff pose for the Group Photo with Miss
Uganda 2015 infront of our Offices; 4. NABIO2015 partners at the first Conference Planning Meeting; 5. UBIC and SCIFODE Staff
discuss Upcountry Activities and plan for Training Extension Workers; 6. Plant Variety Protection working Group at their Meeting
at SCIFODE Offices
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Top to Bottom from Left to Right: 1. SCIFODE, UBIC and UBBC hold a Press briefing on NABIO2015 Conference at
SCIFODE Offices; 2. Journalists and Partners attend NABIO2015 Press Briefing held at SCIFODE Offices; 3. VIRCA
Project Teams inspecting a trial site at NaCRRI, Namulonge; 4. SCIFODE’s ED, Arthur Makara addressing Seed traders
at a Workshop; 5. UBIC’s Nassib Mugwanya addressing Participants in Arua who were attending West Nile SubRegional Biotechnology forum held at Abi-ZARDI; 6. Religious Leaders and other Leaders from Lango Sub-Region at
the Biotechnology forum held in Lira Town.
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Top to bottom from Left to Right: 1. Participant from Teso Sub Region stand in Honor of their Cultural Anthem at the
Opening of Teso Sub-Region Biotechnology awareness forum held in Soroti Town; 2. Very attentive were the Bunyoro
Sub Region Farmers and Leaders to what GMO was and how they could benefit from it; 3. Journalists at a Biocafe to
discuss the potential of Biotechnology in drug Production using Transgenic crops like Cassava and Maize; 4. Esuma
William from NaCRRI taking Journalists and Makerere students through the various steps in breeding Cassava; 5.
EMBRAPA’s Deise Capalbo meeting NARO Directors and other official through a new SCIFODE-ISAAA-EMBRAPA
Partnership Market Place Project; 6. Deise Capalbo pauses for photo with SCIFODE’s Arthur Makara(Left) and Isaac
Ongu (Right) during her visit to Uganda.
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Science Foundation for Livelihoods and Development
Plot 27, Nakasero road, 1st Floor, Uganda Farmers’ Federation House
P.O Box 36587, Kampala - Uganda
Tel: +256 - 392 - 833315
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